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COMMUNIST REACTIONS 10 STALIN FURGE

CFUSA AND CEFGB RANK AND FIIE CRITICISMS
RLVEAL LIPACT O DISCIPLIE

The New York Daily Worker, and to z lesser extent, The London Duily
Wiorker, have been publishing letters from readers Vbich show that the
20th CPSU Congress Line is heving a profoundly disruptive effect upon

the troditional "iron" discipline of the Communist Poriies in these two
countries.,

This estimaie ig Vased vpon the following assumptions:

. That the lctters are au'tbencwc pvoduc’cs of Communist Party members
end sympothizers and are not “plants” (by the Party itself) or
provocational productsd oi entl-Communistis;

b. That, %o a varying derrec, the reactions of the fucrican and
British Comwmnists, as revezled by these lebters, are paralleled
in every other country where there is a strong iradition of
democracy and of individuel liberiy '

Coucerning the second assuuption, it is true that only the Awerican

and Bllﬁluh Communist press appears to heve throun open its pages to
full-scale diucvssion. Hoveriheless, we have evidence that the 2Cth
Congress Linc has hod a profound impact upon wany CP lceders and Party
members in othcr | Ucutarn countrics., Yo do net knew the detells about
the specilfic questions being raised to the same extent &8 we can observe
thea in the U. S. and Britain, but we do have sulfieient informetion to
know thet a substantial ferment cxists in such CPs as the Italicn and
Duteb. In Italy, internal discgrectent hes splilled out into the open
(e.g., the 1GTTQCLDL affeir). It is thereiore Jjustivicd to suggest that
the questions raised by CPU3A and CPGB could be utilized for harrassment
purposes in other countrics.

Yhe aost significant questions so far obscrved arc these:

a, low velid is Verxist-Leninist theory if' it can be sc exvensively
perverted in practice as shown by the Stalin revelations 7

b. How can this contradiction be raticonalized for the benelit of the
poteontial allies of the Communist united front drive?

c. Deoes the Leninist principle of authoritericnisn (deaccretic cent teadlen )
within the CP still hold true?

d. To what extent can iprxism=Leninism be modified to £it local con-

ditions without destroying its esscnbial content (i.c., the
provlen of the vaifferent roads to socialism' )?
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¢. In the current readjustwent, how far con eriticisu and frec
thoughe be perultied to g0 vefore ideologicod. and orgraizational
discipline is sericusly endangered?

Those questicns arc belng raised in differcnt forms in the letters to the
Daily Worker, and in most cescs, the writers do not appecr 1o be fully
mwore of whe implicotlons of their remarks. I perticular, they seew

to be conpletely unovare of the foct thot scue of the questions ioply

o denisl of the velidity of Marxisti. The letiers (end they wre in the
pinority) vhich show anxiety ror ohe reputotion of stolin and for the
sonctity ¢i specific aspects o Leninist-Stalinist theory end practice,
are probably cxpressions of fear thet the whole Cowrmmnist systen is in
Jeopardy in the atuosphere of wide-ranging re-cveluotion which currently
(if vewporarily) cxistis.

The Contradiction of Theory versus Procivice

leny contributors hove gousht Lo uxeuse the evil proctices of the

gtalinist regiue on the grounds thot they were necessory under the

civeunstoaces., Others, sceking o avoid this implicit denial of
principle, have seid thot the Stelinist proetices cannot be justificd,
whatever the eircumstances, but they ere cbviously croubled by the fact
thot such proctices could occur under veoeialisn” which theowstically,
by abolishing closs conflicks of intercst, would reunove =1l gossibility
for such practlces.

One contributor (few York Delly vorker, 24 April) brings this
contradiction sherply inte focus:

~. The current exposure of past errors is developing its cwn set of
cliches: "Alongside . . . such gtolworte os ‘developing crisis',
ond "Woll Gireet imperiolists' we now nave ‘eult cf the individual'
ond 'Derie gong', oll cf which jets &8 mecningiul o8 500P commerclels

4

when used os o substitute Jor thought."

b. 'The Sovict Unlon was the Tirst sbote in history to test the
Cotpmnist prineiple of seientific analysis of social developtient.

¢. 'How i errors vre uncovered, il eriues agoinst the peopls are
comitted, if anti-socinlist cthics and norelity crevt io,
eleuents of ‘the thpggll_the practice, cr both werc qugé," (Under-
lining supplicd.)

da. "Froa the facts availuble, it seens that . . « iv went olong voder
the (by now) grisly slogon, ‘the end justifies the ueons.'

ter holds that circuastances Justified Scviet prectices for
nspecificd) pericd, but he points out ithat theory {i.e.,
fie cralysis' ) wes frozep for thirty ycors:

This wri
o certoin (w
the "selenti

v, . ., The fear of countter~revelution . » . Was apparently analyzed
in 1950 the soue woy s it ves in 1520."

-2-
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The reason for this breakdown in the lorxist-Leninist doctrinal
proccss -~ that there "was no good yordstick to meesure the development
of soeclalist theory and practice in the USSR during this period" -- is
werely an spplication of the new theory what the "cepltalist cncirvele
went” hes been destroyed. Whet is significant is thot the weiter cven
questions the validity of Comnmuaist theory.

Ratvionaliving this contradiction for the berefit o potential allies.

The general line, as cxnressed by CP leaders, is thad the orpaniza-
tioned device of "collective leedership", plus other administrative
curds bullt into the wachinery of the Commnist Swate, plus the new
bolance ol social and state forces, etc., con eflectively prevent
recurreuce of the sins of the Stalin ers (divorce of theory frow
proctice).

Contributors to the Daily vorker arc discussing this proulem fron
such wore speclfic points o view as -- (u) the guerentec of the right
of disscnt under Commuinist rule; {) orgenizationel devices (unspecificd)
to maintain this right; (c) guerantees that ort, scicnce, and other
culiurel ields will not be subjected to Party dictotion.

A contributor to the Iew York Deily Worker (2h fpril) exposces the
Comunist motives in this question, &s voll co the besie dilemm for
Comminigt rule:

"How Qo we po about persueding Americe lf.e., potential allie§7
that we shall know how 1o distinguish between dissent and attennt ot
overthrow by violence?”

This writer fears that eny ziictwt to ercue that the risht of
ron=-violent dissent would Lo preserved, cven for pro-copite
only wc disbelicved by Americans.
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Hovever, ranking CP lcaders in both the U. 3. and Pritain hove
cdopted the position that full freedoms, even the right to advocntie =
return o capitalism, will exist under Comaunist rule.

An article by Milton Howord in The Tew Yook Deily vorker (1 April)
says thet 'oneeparty povernment was never o principlc of lorkisa” and
that anti-Commnist parties can seflely we tolerated in o "socialist"
reglme. The assistant editor of The London Daily worker, ulck Bennett,
stys that the Tory Party would be "free to conduet 1t work" uader
Cowrmnist rule, and that the Yory Perty would undoubtedly wither awey
wnder the supcrior atiroctions o "socialisn'.

Such sophistrics are obvious beit for non-Coumnists, and at this
tine, we feel that those who cxpress then know thot they vould ncver
be iluplemcnted. Hevertheless, the renk end file Perty ueabers way aceept
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them as genuine intentions, cnd cven CP leaders may rraduelly absorb
come of thesc idecs into thelr busic psychelogy. In the long rum, it
could lead to a softening of vhe Communist 1declegical aruor.

Sucstion of Deumocratic Centralism

A contributor, "R. B." (30 .pril) to the New York Delly Worker direcgly
chollenges the concedt of democratic centralism and onG-party governuent,
sugpesting thet they "incvitably” brecd bureaueratisn. Under such o
principle, he points out that only those wvho hold power can correct thelr
oURl €XrTOrs.

A contribuior, R. Cocker (29 liorch) to the London Daily VWorker osks:
"Is it thet the Party systen of ‘'Democratic Centralisu' is useful and
necessery only for certein stages and conditions?”

This question, which questions the Leninist concent of DPurty discinline,
also iwuplicltly questions the Leninlst scheue of the Porty os the
"vonguord” .

The de-Stalinization drive, in particuler, hos led to cxtensive
eriticion in tne letters to the Daily Vorker (s) ol the existing leader-
ship and of the record of voth tne CPULL and CEGB fcr suppressing intro-
Porty discgrecment, for post parges, ¢te. This wealkening of discipline
will be discussed furthcr below.

Modliication of Lrxisu-Leninism

The 20th Cougress line on "differcent roads to socialisn’ has provoked
X &

sorie discussion {e..., in terms of the right lo disscnt, o8 chove; the
question of "peacelul srensition” and the utiliszetion of cxisting parlia-
mensery institutions), bul the wost interesting letbter is thet of

"R B."oin the Iew York Doily vorker off 30 April.

Mis letter (which mms alrcedy been cited clove) suggests that o
fueure "socialist! regime in the United Stotes should incorporate "the
encient idea o . . of & governwent of checks cnd belances."  This stortling
{for ¢ Commmist) idea is Followed by the proposal to coupletely overhaul
the Proty which wouldd leed the woy to “sociclism” cund govern the country
thercaiter: '

"It is possivle to walke enough mistekes to exhoeust the potentlalitles
of an orgonization. Dut the crganizaition, in the lagst anclysis,

is not of priwmery iwnportunce. It is the object oif the organizhtion
that is imgortent.”

The smericen people, "R. B." believes, simply will not support the
CP og it has existed. fTherciore, he advocates that --
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"a pew Americon lerxist Porty be founded, a fresh stort wede, o
new foundation loyed for = democratic sociclist wovement nore
solidly psrounded in Awericon troditions end wetheds."

Such propositions ore radical depertures {rom traditional Leninism
ond are iwplictly anti-irxist (;.c., in their advocacy of traditions
based on idealisu, rother than ueterialilsm).

(It is sipnificant that the nropesal to set un a new kind of
prolotorien party 1s similor to reports rceeived to the effect thaiy
Khrushehev told Freneh and Itolion Communist leaders last year that such
a recorpanization was in storce for those two countrics. ) '

Tupact ol the carrcnt qucsh¢on1ng on Porty oree lZutlonul discipline.

Just s the CP3U has expericnced o certain wveakening of disciplinc
and cxcess of criticism as a conscquence of the de-Stalinization drive,
80 the same result is observavle in the letters to the Hew York and
London Daily Worker(s).

Tollowing a period (roughly until the weekeend of' 17-10 lirch,
when auvtioritetive news got out concerning the cxtent of the atitocks
upon Stalin) when the writcrs were rclauivcly couticus ond when nost of
the strong defenses of Stolin were printed, the corvespondents to these
tue popers have larrely expressced extreme centhuslosu for the new Lfreedodl
whicly has becn occorded tien.

some aspects oiff or:anisstional wind 1daological discipline, oo it
is affected by the current rash off cuestioning and criticisn hiove alrcady
been discussed above {e¢.g., democratic centrolisi, the dilemme of power
in the Commnist-run stote).

I

n goecific terws, the questions of internctional discipline and
o A s
+ disci

pline within the noitlonwl CP ore belug roised along thuse

c. The Yorty leaderehip ic beirg criticizcd for concewling the sins
of the stulin cra, for couplete suwscrvicance to all twists cud
turas in the Soviet iime(including foreipn solicy and cultura
thuhb), and for avuaru"DLHU <11 internal discgreeuent;

b. There 1s disagreement anong weiters in the few York Dailly Vorker
over vhether wericen Commmists uove the right to openly criticize
the CPBU and cther CPs; :

c. ‘Thore i clso & lively discussion of the gquestion of the responsi-
pility i the present Soviet leaders for the wointonance of ithe
Sulin dictetorshnio aud for the sins 1t connaitied.

& Teor foe the sefety of Lorty alscipline was ouvserveble in the

London Dodly Vorker, which atvorted for o week to discontinue the
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discussicn of Stalin's errors and werits. The Wew York D.ily Worker
has continued right along to nublish sharply eritical letters and 1ts
cditors hove encowrapged this in thelr own ariticles.

Dxamples of ecriticism in the llew York Deily Worker include such
ltewus as these:

2. 4 lorge nuber of contributors have remorked won the foct that
for cue first time, their dissenting opinions are being oHrinted;
wost of these have ctiocked the reeders' columm in the post for
its "dull uniformity" in plugging the prescribed line.

b. “Boston 3titcher" (13 .pril) soys thet "orten throush no ioult
of thelr own, people not ideologically equipped nor through
xpericnce /sic/, hove found themsclves in positions of lecdership,
s0 we nove our little lLurcouerats, too."

¢. Contributor (2 inril) criticizes Party leadere being given nore
spoce in the press than the ronk and file; cells upon thewm to
"l." .. )
isten.

d. Contributor (25 April) criticizes o leader (Joues sllen) For
Yeoring that the open discussion “'eon turn into o destructive
flcod'"; declares 1t "ucuscnsicol” thot tre U. 3. Commnisss oust
stifle criticism of The UK.

€. "C.D." (18 spril) objects to articles by the CPBSA's Hntlomol
Bducation Director on the question of "peoeeful tronsition.”  Such
artlcles indicate o basic chonge in the Porty line, "C. D." says,
and should have been subjeeted to o full-scole imner-Party discussion,
Iastead of being Ipid down Uy leaders who "arrogote 4o theuselves
cloue o change’ Jn the Pordy line.

D
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